Christmas 2012

May Jesus, our Savior
Who was born on Christmas day
Bless you in a very special way

The Kathleen Keegel Children’s Fund
(KKCF) is an Australian based charitable
organisation committed to relieving poverty in Sri
Lanka. Our efforts have made a huge difference to
many lives through our children’s home, preschool and agricultural projects.

For information on our projects please visit www.kkcf.org

KKCF currently takes care of thirty young boys,
many who come from backgrounds of abuse,
neglect and poverty.

At St. Anthony’s Boys’ Home we provide the
children with the opportunity to grow up in a safe
and loving environment.

The following are stories of success and progress
we have seen in the children in our care.

5 years old

9 years old

When Tharaka came to us as a tiny five year old he
suffered from heart problems and a chronic ear
infection as a result of severe abuse and neglect from
his father.

Tharaka has now been with us for four years and has
grown into a happy, loving young boy who enjoys
studying, dancing and singing.

Before coming to us Sampath was a street child, suffering
consistent abuse from his mother for not begging and
stealing. The physical results were cuts and bruises,
emotionally he was a troubled, nervous and frightened
young boy.

After four years under our care he has grown into a vibrant,
happy child with a beautiful personality and willingness to
learn. In early 2012 we were also able to bring Sampath’s
younger brother Ananda to live with us, helping them
both make further progress through the joy of being
reunited.

5 years old

Sampath 9 and Ananda 6 years old

Sajee has now been with us for
four years after his mother went
overseas leaving him behind.
Sajee will complete his O level
exams this year and aspires to
become a professional singer
and hairdresser. KKCF is hoping
to sponsor these ambitions next
year by sending him to technical
school.

Anton lived with us for
four years. He was awarded the
Noel Shearing Scholarship and is
now doing well studying electrical
engineering in Colombo.

When Chalan was two weeks old, his mother abandoned
him in the jungle where he was found, handed to Child
Probation (welfare) and subsequently an orphanage.

Chalan has been with St. Anthony’s Boy’s Home since early
2012 where we provide as much care as possible to support
his autism. We regularly take him for medical, speech and
learning therapy to assist his development in addition to
attending our Little Angel’s Preschool.

At only five years old, Dashan is our youngest boy and has
been in our care for only two months. His father deserted
him after his mother died of dengue fever, leaving him in the
care of a neighbour until he came to us.

He attends our Little Angel’s Preschool and is a very clever
young boy with a huge personality and the cheekiest smile.

2012 at
St. Anthony’s Boys’ Home
2012 has been another busy
and rewarding year at our
children’s home. The children
have been busy with enjoyable
tasks including traditional
Kandyan dancing, gardening
and craft as well as their
studies.

The boys have been given the
responsibility to create their
own vegetable patches. Assisted
by our talented workers, they
are learning valuable skills while
having fun and competing in
groups for the best garden.

Below – using the garden
brooms and rope which
they were taught to make
using coconut branches
and husk.

Busy studying English,
doing homework, reading and
participating in craft classes.

Traditional Kandyan
dancing and music
classes

Our Little Angel’s Preschool is
now in its third year, with 37
children including our Chalan
and Dashan.

Visitors

This year again we have been lucky enough to have visitors from all
over the world who have volunteered their time to make a
difference.
Some family from Melbourne painted
our preschool and playground, gave
English and art classes and took the
children to Pinnewala Elephant
Orphanage in January.

Pascal and Savi from Amsterdam painted this mural with the
children.

The Melbourne University
Cricket Team donated lots
of equipment and had a
fun day coaching the
children.

Agricultural Projects

This year in Thanna we have built a classroom and
taught English, planted 1200 cinnamon trees, pepper
and neem plants and also built a greenhouse. Six
Gunargarang Rotaract (NSW) members visited us in June
and helped build the foundation for the greenhouse.
They also labelled and catalogued 1500 books and
reopened our library in four days at the boys’ home.
In Buttala we have renovated an old building and will
start English and computer classes in January. We also
have plans for further buildings to accommodate over
sixteen year olds for future technical training. We will
focus more on these projects next year.

Fundraising
Our Board of Directors in Australia again worked extremely
hard to raise funds throughout the year to support
St Anthony’s Boys’ Home and other KKCF projects.
Popular fundraising events included Fun runs, Garage sales,
Mother’s Day Lunch and hopper lunches.

Our heartfelt thanks to :
Lyn Spencer for donating 30 handmade patchwork quilts.
Mark Coady and First Select International, Dubai $1000 donation
Anston Francke organised a fundraiser in Newcastle ($4000)
Stephen Chinnaiah generously donated on behalf of his wife
All who participated in the Gold Coast, Sydney and Melbourne
marathons and raised funds for KKCF
Hugh Vancuylenburg and the Melbourne University
Cricket Team for their fantastic visit

Everyone who supports KKCF so generously,
especially those who have committed to
recurring donations.

Dear Family and Friends,

The opportunity has come once again for us to prepare for the most
important time of the year - the celebration of Christ’s birth.
With it comes the time for thanksgiving for all the blessings
we have received throughout the year.

On behalf of the Children living at St Anthony’s Boys’ Home
and our Board of Directors,
I sincerely thank you for your generous donations of money,
gifts and time given to us with love and kindness.

Here at the Home we are faced with various challenges. Firstly, we are a
small team providing a safe and loving environment, as well as education
and support for the psychological and physical well being of thirty children.
Additionally the issues presented by both the Child Probation (welfare) and
church, make our work even more difficult and strenuous.

However, when we think of the future of the children and all our donors, it
gives us the motivation and energy to continue with joy to relieve poverty
and help so many who approach us in desperation. In 2013 we will focus
even more energy on developing our projects in Buttala and Thanna to
assist over sixteen year olds gain education and
technical training for their future.
Sincere thanks for your thoughtfulness and support.
I wish you and your family a very holy and happy Christmas
and a joyful New Year 2013.
Olivia Bartholomeusz

God’s Blessings Upon You

Bless us Lord, this Christmas
With quietness of mind
Teach us to be patient
and always to be kind.

Show us that in quietness
We can feel your presence near
Filling us with joy and peace
Throughout the coming year.

God Bless,
Olivia, Fred and all at KKCF

Relieving Poverty and Providing Care for Children
in Sri Lanka
Please Subscribe Regularly
Just $30 a month will help us to provide children in
need with shelter, education and support to improve
their chance for a better future.
Sponsor our projects to help us to help others.
Share your heart and GOD’S LOVE
As you have seen through our Christmas greeting all the
children with happy faces, just think for a moment as to what
a change we have made to these children’s lives by rescuing
them from the streets and abusive parents.
Please help us to help more children. By your generosity we
can help add a smile to more little faces.

Add KKCF to your Christmas gift list $30 a month goes a long way towards
helping children in need.
Thanks for painting others’ lives with sunshine.

Contact Us

Facebook
KKCF is on FaceBook
and Twitter
E-mail
kkcf@inbox.com
Website
www.kkcf.org
Sri Lanka
Olivia & Fred
+94 35 2266 903
St Anthony’s Boys’ Home
Hewadiwela 71108
Sri Lanka

Brisbane
Damian
+61 7 3262 3317
+61 433 124 818
Melbourne
Georgiana
+61 3 9774 7883
+61 403 023 949
Postal Address
PO Box 6
Nudgee QLD 4014
Australia

